[your name]

[your address]

[date]

The Honorable [Name of Public Official]

[Address of Public Official]

RE: Support for Prohibiting Private Ownership of Wild and Exotic “Pets”

Dear [Name of Public Official]:

I urge you to support an ordinance prohibiting private possession of wild and exotic animals as pets.

Such possession involves dangers and health risks to individuals and the community as well as immense suffering for the animals.

Across the country, there have been many incidents of such “pets” attacking their owners, other adults, children, and animals. Many have escaped and roamed the area until they were captured or killed. Further, wild and exotic animals carry diseases such as herpes B, monkey pox, or salmonella bacteria, diseases potentially fatal to humans. For example, the Centers for Disease Control estimates that each year over 93,000 salmonella cases are caused by exposure to “pet” reptiles.

When kept as pets, these animals suffer. Wild by nature, they do not adjust well to captivity. Their natural behaviors clash with owner expectations. People then try to change the animal rather than recognizing it should never be confined. The time and expense involved in meeting the animals’ dietary, housing, light, and maintenance needs far exceed most people’s ability or commitment. The animal soon is relegated to a cage in the basement, garage, backyard, or worse where they live miserable lives. Others are resold to roadside zoos or become trophies in canned hunts. Few sanctuaries have room to taken them in. Most are destroyed. 

To assure our community’s health and safety and to end the trade in wild or exotic animals as pets, please support a complete ban on the private possession of these animals.

Should you need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at [your phone number]. I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

[your signature and name]

