[your name]

[your address]

[date]

[newspaper name]

[newspaper address]

RE: Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:

I write to alert your readers to the growing problems for both humans and animals in trying to make a wild or exotic creature a pet. There are dangers and diseases, often fatal, for humans while the suffering inflicted on the animals is immense.

Unscrupulous breeders and dealers assure people that cute baby wild animals, if hand-raised, will make good pets. However, “pet” monkeys, reptiles, tigers, and lions, just to mention a few, are not safe. Their natural behaviors soon clash with owner expectations. Children and adults have been attacked, bitten, even killed by these wild “pets.” Others have been infected by salmonella and the herpes B virus.

The animals’ suffering begins when they are taken too early either from their family in the wild or their captive mothers. Their natural needs—behavioral, dietary, housing, light, and maintenance—most people can’t or ultimately won’t meet. The animals end up abandoned or caged for life, often in basements, garages, or worse. Few sanctuaries have room to take them in. Large animals end up being sold to canned hunts or roadside zoos. Others are destroyed.

Wild and exotic animals need to live out their natural lives in their native habitats, not captive in human domesticated space. Let’s work with local and state governments to stop this cruel trade in wild lives and to protect our communities and the animals from a tragic fate. Let’s keep the wild in our hearts, not in our homes!

Sincerely,

[your signature and name]

