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I'm happy in my home. | wouldn't he in yours!

In the United States, the growing number of displaced animals results from an exotic animal market
fueled by legal and illegal importers, trappers, breeders, dealers, zoos, pet stores, and the public itself.
Zoos, circuses, and other animal acts respond to the public’s demand to see baby animals by capturing
or breeding animals and ending up with a surplus who, with no place to go, enter the animal market to
be sold to roadside zoos, become exotic meat or food for other carnivores, or trophies in canned hunts.
Breeders and pet stores also play on the demand for baby wild animals, selling them as “pets.”

But when the novelty of having a wild or exotic pet fades or the animal’s adolescent or adult demands
become unmanageable, these wild creatures are relegated to cages in backyards, garages, basements,
or worse. Some are resold, thus reentering the animal market, what has been aptly called the surplus
animals’ “cycle of hell.” Only a few arrive at sanctuaries. Other unwanted pets are abandoned or killed.
Their lives neither take place nor end in their natural home, the one place where those lives and those
deaths belong.

Keep the wild in your heart, not in your home.
Make no wild or exotic creature a pet.

The Association of Sanctuaries (TAOS)
331 Old Blanco Road, Kendalia, Texas 78027

Telephone: (830) 336-3000

Web Site: www.taosanctuaries.org
E-mail: taos@gvtc.com



