
They’re Cute, but They’reThey’re Cute, but They’re

NOT PETS !NOT PETS !

You’d protest too…

Make no wild or exotic creature a pet.

if you faced a short life in a cage, then being killed for the trade in your body parts!

Keep the wild in your heart, not in your home.

Like any other wild animal, this baby tiger needs to grow up with his family in his natural habitat, not caged in human 
domesticated space. Yet, across the country, unscrupulous breeders and dealers capture, breed, and sell baby wild cats 
as pets. Potential buyers are assured that, hand-raised, these adorable wild babies—cougars, lions, tigers, bobcats, lynx, 
servals, ocelots, to name a few—will make great pets. Buyers become convinced they’re “saving the wild,” ignoring the 
self-willed nature of wild animals and their ability and need to live free in their natural habitats.

When these cute babies grow up, their natural behaviors clash with their owners’ expectations. To mark their territory, 
they spray urine everywhere. They challenge their owners, becoming increasingly unpredictable, dangerous, and strong. 
That cute little cub soon becomes too difficult and expensive to keep as a pet. Few sanctuaries have room to take him in. 
He’s either neglected or sold to a roadside zoo where he lives a miserable life, exposed and harassed in a tiny cage. Or, 
he reenters the animal market to become a target in a canned hunt or to be killed for the lucrative trade in his body parts. 
He and many others like him are destroyed every year. 

The cute babies we all adore deserve more than life in a cage or an unnatural death. If you love wild animals, fight to 
save their habitat, fight to end their trade. But don’t get one as a pet!  

The Association of Sanctuaries (TAOS)
331 Old Blanco Road, Kendalia, Texas 78027
Telephone: (830) 336-3000
Web Site: www.taosanctuaries.org
E-mail: taos@gvtc.com
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